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Spending Time With Dad on Honor Flight... Priceless
WWII Vet Eldon Akers and Son Allan, Vietnam Vet, Make September Honor Flight

NOTICE: If a red check mark appears on your address label, YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
EXPIRES SOON - SUBSCRIPTION DRIVES ARE ALMOST COMPLETE, WHEN
THEY'RE FINISHED, SO IS YOUR SUBSCRIPTION! RENEW TODAY!

by Rae Ann Holub, Editor
CENTRAL CITY - "It was

on our 'bucket list'," says Allen
Akers, about going on the Honor
Flight with his Dad, Eldon Ak-
ers. "It's sure hard to put into
words what it was like."

Hard to put into words, but
Allen and his father, Eldon Ak-
ers did a fine job conveying what
it was like to make that Honor
Flight together.

During the 2011 Linn County
Fair, the board members allowed
members of the Honor Flight
organization to collect donations
at the Friday night concert. Mary
Clapp, Honor Flight representa-
tive notified the Fair Board mem-
bers that, along with their gener-
ous donation, they had raised
enough money to send a WWII
veteran on an Honor Flight, and
that veteran was Eldon Akers, of
Central City.

"Dad could have gone in
April," explained Allen. "But the
Guardian spots were all filled,
and we wanted to go together. I
retired last year from Quaker
Oats and that was the goal... to
go with Dad on an Honor Flight.
So we waited and went on the
September 13 flight. Guardians
have to pay their own way, but it
was well worth it!"

Eldon R. Akers was the sec-
ond to the youngest of the 14
children of Jeremiah and Vinie
Landis Akers. And now he's the
only remaining Akers in that fam-
ily.

"We lived where the Stickle
Farm is along Sawyer Road, in
the big brick house," Eldon ex-
plains. "They said it was the big-
gest house in Linn County be-
cause it covered '16 Akers'!"

We all had a good laugh at
that one.

Eldon began to explain how
he entered the service.

"My friend, Don Brunen and I
went to Chicago after we were
drafted into the Army. They
were already close to their
'quota', so I said 'The heck with
it, I'm going to the Marines.' Don
said, 'That's kind of rough, isn't
it?' I said, 'I'm just as tough as the
next guy... so we went to boot
camp in San Diego, California
together.

"I went to a line camp with
extensive duty and then got into
the seagoing Marines. I ended
up on the USS Maryland in the
South Pacific. I was a gunner
shooting 16" guns in a turret
shooting Kamikazes. You didn't

worry about where the planes
were going, you just zeroed in on
them and kept knocking them
out. We were busy."

Eldon served from 1943 until
then end of the war in 1945.

Allen is a Vietnam Veteran,
serving from 1967-1968.

Allen said that the movie,
"Saving Private Ryan" showed
pretty well what it was like.

"Dad and four of his brothers
were in the war at the same time:
Vernon, Robert, Donald, Fred
and Dad."

"Donald was the only one that
was married at the time," Eldon
explained. "When he was young,
he had a sickness and wouldn't
have had to go into the infantry,
but he volunteered when he was
in Italy. He had a baby girl who
he had never seen. He went out
one morning and never came
back."

Donald was killed in action at
Normandy in 1944.

It's rough today when a child
goes off to war, but how did
Vinie Akers handle having five
sons in World War II for years at
a time?

Eldon said he has been a wid-
ower for six years now. He and
his wife, Dolores "Dori", brought
four children into the world, three
sons and one daughter: Allen,
Barb (Steele), Kenny and Steve.

"My kids respected me as a
Marine," said Eldon.

I asked him if he was strict
when the kids were young. He

said yes.
Allen said, "We were very

fortunate to have very loving par-
ents... there was a lot of laughter
in this house!"

Eldon, who will be 87 on
October 22, has lived in the same
house for 60 years.

And the time finally came for
Eldon and Allen to take their
Honor Flight together. Allen said
this was his father's day, a day
for all WWII Veterans to be
honored, but I can't help but feel
that it was extremely special for
the two of them, together, since
they both served our country.

Yes, it was a hectic day, but
they wouldn't have missed it for
anything.

Allen said it was a very emo-
tional day for the veterans, and
for everyone else, for that mat-
ter.

They saw so many things...
the Korean War Memorial, the
Lincoln Memorial and the Iwo
Jima Memorial. They also
watched the changing of the
guard at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier.

"That's quite something," Allen
explained. "Those 'kids' are car-
rying their rifle, in their dress
uniforms in the extremely hot
weather. They come out, come
to attention, port arms, put the
rifle on their shoulder, walk 21
steps, come to attention, pause
21 seconds, walk another 21
steps... and repeat that for four
hours. And that's done 24 hours
a day, it's simply amazing!"

"And when they come to at-
tention, they click their heels (they
have metal in their 'specials'),
that's a very special sound,"
added Eldon.

Please see
"Honor Flight" on Page 13

WWII Veteran Eldon Akers (left) and his son Allen, a Vietnam Veteran, at the Iowa Pillar of the WWII Memorial in Washington D.C.

The Iwo Jima Memorial was Eldon's favorite, honoring the Marines during WWII.

"Nobody is different.
It's like sitting here talk-
ing to you like I've known
you for 20 years. You
put them in the same bag
and everybody comes
out at the same time."

Eldon Akers
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