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Honor Flight...

Eldon said that the Iwo Jima
Memorial was his favorite be-
cause it salutes the Marines dur-
ingthetimethatheserved. Allen
saidit'squiteanopticalillusionas
you drive by... it looks as if the
flagisbeingraised.

"The Price of Freedom Me-
morial was very moving," Eldon
said."Thereare4,000 stars, each
representing 100 Americans who
werekilledincombat."

And of course, there was the
long-awaited WWII Memorial.
Congressmen Bruce Braley and
Dave Loebsack came to greet
the Veterans as they came to see
the memorial for the first time.

"I can't get over how well
organizeditwas," Allenreplied.
"There were three buses and
each bus had a captain. Those
captains followed us pullingcool-
erson wheels filled with water.

Hecontinues, "They gave ev-
eryone adisposable camera with
free development by Hy-Vee.
Andthe Cedar Rapids Corvette
Club gave each WWII veterana
plaque with their name on it,
thanking them for their service
and asareminder of their Honor
flight. Talk aboutroyal treatment!
Ijustcan'texpress how grateful
weare."

Unfortunately, Allendidn't get
to spend a lot of time at the
Vietnam Memorial. [twas latein
the afternoon and they had 40
minutes before they had toboard
the buses. He told his Dad to sit
down in the shade and enjoy
himself. He said he ran by the
Lincoln Memorial and snapped
acouple of photosand madeitto
the Vietnam Memorial intime to
snap acouple of photos. But, as
he said, this was his Dad's day.

Eldonsaid he talked to seven
different people while he was
waiting for Allen to return. Ev-
eryone was there for the same
reason and they were all equal.
Heexplaineditquite well...

"Nobody is different. It's like
sitting heretalkingtoyoulikeI've
known you for 20 years. You
putthemallinthe same bagand
everybody comesoutatthe same
time."

And talk about deja vu...

Eldonran into an old Central
City classmate, Clifford " Junior"
Henderson, whomhehadn'tseen
since they were sophomores in
highschool.

When Alan got out of the ser-
vice, he went to UNI, and a
classmateacross the hallhad just
gotten out of the Marines. And
yes, you guessed it, they raninto
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The Cedar Rapids Corvette Club gave each Veteran a plaque
commemorating their flight and service to their country.

eachotheronthetrip. His friend,
Dale, was taking his father-in-
law on the Honor Flight.

Allthe while we were talking
wewere looking at the photos of
their trip. There was a photo of
Eldonwithalovely womanwith
a crown, so I had to ask...

"Nowwhoisthisyou'rewith?"

"Oh, that's Mrs. America,"
Eldon grinned. "Thave two pho-
tos with her. I don't have to
worry about anyone being jeal-
ous," he chuckled.

What a great guy, I was sure
havingalotof fun. Heis quite a
character.

Alantold me about the greet-
ingtheyreceiveduponarrivingat
Dulles International Airport.

""...Spending time with
your Dad... priceless."
Allen Akers

"There was this little old lady
(he showed me the picture); she
was a WAC in WWII and she
had her uniform on. I couldn't
help butgoup to her, gave hera
hugand thanked her for her ser-
vice. [t was justso emotional."

Afterawhirlwind day, it was
time to board the airplane for
their flight back to Cedar Rap-
ids. And there was alsoan Honor
Flightthere from Missouri.

As soon as everyone was on
board, it was time for mail call.
Family members wereinstructed
to write letters to their veterans
to be read on their way home.

"I was so darn broke up,"
Eldon recalls. "The guy sitting
nexttomesaid,'You'renotvery
damn tough are you?' I said,
'No, and you're not either, are
you?' Wewerebothsitting there
crying."

"I talked to a guy across the
aisle," Allensaid. "He was shak-
ing his head and had tears in his
eyes. It was a very emotional

time forall of them. That genera-
tion was so modest about what
they had accomplished. You
didn'thear much about it grow-
ing up. The outpouring of emo-
tion on the plane coming home
was just something else. This
was their day and it was just
great."

Allen said he was talking to
one ofthe ladies from the Honor
Flightorganization earlierin the
day. She told him that a veteran
who had taken the April flight
had anonymously donated
$50,000 to the organization be-
cause he was so impressed at
how well things were done, and
so that they could get another
flightgoing."

"Thatwasreally cool," Allen
said. "There are so many WWII
Veterans; [justhopethatthey all
gettogo."

When they finally arrived at
the Eastern lowa Airport, Eldon
said that he and Allen were the
first through the doors of the
terminal.

"There were rows and rows
of people," Eldon explained.
"Andmy family wasrighttherein
front!"

Allen said there was such an
outpouring of emotion and sup-
port, itwas very emotional. The
crowd included the Knights of
Columbus, family members,
members of the patriot guard,
police officers, firemen and re-
servists... it was just amazing...
and also members of the com-
munity. It's justhard to put your
feelings into words."

Thopelconveyedtoyouhow
Eldonand Allen feltasthey made
this wonderful trip together. I
know from talking to them that it
wasvery emotional forboth. They
were both very jovial and made
me so very welcome in their
home. Thank you so much, El-
donand Allen, and thank you for

Eldon at the Price of Freedom Memorial... 4,000 stars, each represents 100 American killed in

combat

It was an emotional welcome as they entered the Eastern lowa Airport.

your service to our great coun-
try.

Iwillfinishbyleaving youwith
one thing that Eldon and Allen
each said.

"Ifanyone here doesn't think
thatthey live ina great country,
they should walk down thesstreets
ofany town, and be very thank-
ful for the freedom you have."

Eldon Akers,
WWII Veteran

"It reminds me about those
commercials... Spending the day
withyourDad... priceless!"

Allen Akers,
Vietham Veteran

Every time I talk to someone
whohas gone onan HonorFlight,
it gets more and more phenom-
enal. Maybe I should putitonmy
bucket list?

Eldon and Allen also want to
thank the Linn County Fair for
their partin making this trip pos-
sible. If you get the chance to
donate to the Honor Flight Or-
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Eldon and Congressman Dave Loebsack in front of the World
War Il Memorial.

ganization, please do so.

For more information on the
Eastern ITowa Honor Flight e-
mail them at

info@eihonorflight.org; or
write to them at: Eastern Iowa
Honor Flight, P.O. Box 10704,
Cedar Rapids, lowa 52410.




